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"Tokyo, Octe 17. Deports that the Soviei Uniocn is feverishly rushing to comple-
tion a vasb, iwpregnable underiround airfield as protection against the atomic bomb

were confirmed today by a demotilizad Japanese so
Sovist project in the Visdivos.ck zrea.

ox who escapsd recently from the

Mecording to the scldisr <whe woderground airfield is located in the wooded

country five miles east of Iuz: = cr is locatd
Thebarovsk on the Soviet-Manciiria- «sosr.

on this gigantic undertaking =mics

parallela the Ussuri railwsy.
to work on the project.

fway between Vladivostok and
The Soviets have inpresssd 50,000 persons

..eg &t the sasteyn end of Pinkiang province and .

Japaucse prisoners, both men and wonen, have been pub

"lLast year, a iarge nunber of CGerman prisoners ‘tera brought to the gite, the
majority of them being skilled workmen and technicians. The Japanese were employed as
day laborers and 16,000 have succumbed in the past six months to the rigors of forced

labor.

The object of the underground airfield is to afford protectic  against atomic
This fortress is believed to be the first of its type yot undertaken anywhsre

borbs.

in the worid.

fuel depots, repair and worksiopas.

Its installaticns and facilities are many, including various hangars,

The field is able to accommodete’ 2,400 planes.

8The entire airfield, built so as to allow maximum mansuverability, contains

80 runways.
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The vastness of the fortress can be imagined by the fact that it takes

about 8 hours every day to deliver food to the workmsn employed in the project. Work-

men were drafted to complete this ex ensive underteking. It appears: that with the
conpletion of the Iman air fortress Viadivostok will bs relegated to secondary irportance.”
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